
F R AT E R N A L S

With more than 9.3 million fraternalists in 37,000 local chapters,

members of the National Fraternal Congress of America comprise

one of the largest member-volunteer networks anywhere.

Fraternal benefit societies play a vital role in our communities.

Every day, their volunteers supplement the social services provided

by overburdened government agencies—serving children, the 

elderly, veterans, the under-privileged and others who need help.

Fraternal societies’ not-for-profit status empowers these groups to

enhance the lives of so many. In the past year alone, members

invested 94 million hours in community works and contributed

$424 million to charitable programs that support community

service projects.  

INSPIRE

Members invested 
94 million hours in 

community works last year.



F R AT E R N A L S

Contributing money to a charity is a worthy effort, but fraternals

and their individual members go beyond—to really touch those

less fortunate.

Members swing hammers to build homes for families in need and

find wheelchairs for veterans returning from war. They assemble

care packages for hurricane victims and volunteer in homeless

shelters. 

Volunteers fix bicycles for kids and manage senior communities.

They assist people with disabilities, and they clean up parks for

families to enjoy. And members help celebrate the cultural 

heritages that are our nation's bedrock. 

As NFCA’s motto says, fraternals are committed to Joining Hands

to Touch Lives.

TOUCH

Fraternals touch 
those less fortunate.



Fraternals support a variety
of charitable activities.

F R AT E R N A L S

Many fraternal societies were formed to serve the needs of 

immigrants and others struggling to secure financial security for

their families. These fraternal groups helped create a greater sense

of community for their members, while also providing financial

security through life insurance.

Today, those insurance programs enable fraternals to provide

member benefits such as scholarships and to help support a 

wide variety of charitable activities. By offering coverage to their

members, fraternals can fund altruistic work in communities

nationwide. 

This fraternal safety net, which began as a simple idea more than a

century ago, now translates into tangible societal impact. 

SECURE



Fraternals span a 
variety of cultures.

F R AT E R N A L S

America’s fraternals unite people of all ages and backgrounds to

enhance communities and lives. 

Many fraternals were founded for a specific ethnic or religious

community, with groups for Poles, Slovaks, Portuguese,

Norwegians, Slovenes, Catholics, Lutherans, Mennonites and

Baptists, among others. Other fraternals are dedicated to 

empowering women or share the bonds of patriotism or 

Christian values.

Today, these unique groups share a common passion for 

community service.
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